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About Marsy’s Law       

Marsy’s Law for All seeks to amend state constitutions that don’t offer protections 
to crime victims and, eventually, the U.S. Constitution to give victims of crime rights 
equal to those already afforded to the accused and convicted..  Marsy’s Law was 
named after Dr. Nicholas’ sister, Marsalee (Marsy) Nicholas, a beautiful, vibrant 
University of California Santa Barbara student, who was stalked and killed by her ex
-boyfriend in 1983. Only a week after Marsy was murdered, Dr. Nicholas and 
Marsy’s mother, Mrs. Marcella Leach, walked into a grocery store after visiting her 
daughter’s grave and were confronted by the accused murderer. The family had no 
idea that he had been released on bail. 

The pain and suffering Marsy’s family endured after her death is typical for family 
members of murder victims. They were not informed Marsy’s murderer had been 
released because the courts and law enforcement, though well-meaning, had no 
obligation to keep them informed. While criminals have more than 20 individuals 
rights spelled out in the U.S. Constitution, the surviving family members of murder 
victims have none. 

But the passage of Marsy’s Law has changed that in California, Illinois, North Dako-
ta, South Dakota, Montana, and Ohio. Victims of violent crime in these states must 
by law be treated with respect and dignity by the criminal justice system. Courts 
must consider the safety of victims and families when setting bail and release con-
ditions. Family members have legal standing in bail hearings, pleas, sentencing, and 
parole hearings.  
 

Passage of Marsy’s Law would ensure that victims have the same equal rights as 
the accused and convicted.   

www.marsyslawforpa.com  



NEPA Healthcare Foundation Grant  
 

In photo-  l to r        

James Mileski, NEPA Healthcare Foundation 

Board Member; Laura Ducceschi, SAF President/

CEO, Admin of NEPA Healthcare Foundation; 

Tom Mosca, NEPA Task Force Against Human 

Trafficking Chair; Carol L. Lavery, Victims Re-

source Center Task Force Consultant; Janet Mac-

Kay, Victims Resource Center Executive Director; 

Michele McGowan, NEPA Healthcare Foundation 

Board Member 

 

     NEPA Healthcare Foundation awarded Victims 

Resource Center (VRC) a grant for 2018 to sup-

port the work of the NEPA Task Force Against 

Human Trafficking, of which they are a founding member.  VRC hired Carol L. Lavery as a consultant to sup-

port the Task Force activities.   

     The mission of the Task Force is that human trafficking victims will benefit by a more aware community 

that understands the problem, begins to identify victims and makes informed reports to law enforcement.  Ser-

vices for these victims can then be designed to meet the specific needs of this population of victims.   The 

community will benefit by not having its most vulnerable children and adults recruited and misused for mone-

tary gain.  

Congratulations to Janet MacKay on her 30 years of ser-

vice to Victims Resource Center. Janet’s first position at 

VRC was the Program Manager in the Wyoming County 

office. In 1996, she became the Executive Director.  

Throughout those years she has provided services to 

victims of crime, continues to look for funding, has ad-

vocated for change, and has continued to support the 

staff.  She did all of this to assure that victims’ rights 

were upheld, and that quality services were provided. 

Thank you for all of the motivation and encouragement 

you have given to victims of crime as well as to all of the 

staff throughout the years.  May you continue to inspire 

us for many more years to come.   Staff recognition: from left, Nora Bagusky, Manager 

of Client Services (20 years),  Janet MacKay, VRC 

Executive Director (30 years) and Melinda Remley, 

Manager of Operations (20 years). 

Staff Recognition  
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VRC Services are free and confidential!   

If you would like to know more about the services offered by Victims Resource 

Center, please contact Tammi Burke, Manager of Community Services. 

tburke@vrcnepa.org  

570-823-0766 extension 110 

 

                                             

Human trafficking posters were distributed to several local businesses throughout Carbon and 

Wyoming counties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victims Resource Center and the Luzerne County Sexual Assault Response Team held a training at Penn State University, 

Wilkes Barre campus, discussing the Sexual Violence Protection Order.  It was presented by PCAR and PCADV. 

“Thank you for coming to speak about human traf-

ficking.  We greatly appreciate your time and ex-

pertise which you shared with us!” 

 

“Thank you for making the trip on short notice to 

help our ladies understand healthy relationships.  

You are a very engaging teacher!” 

 

“Thanks so much for coming into my class! We 

learned a lot about VRC - myself included!” 

Outreach and Training Activities 

mailto:tburke@vrcnepa.org


Parents in the Know  
Prevention of Child Abuse is EVERYONE’S responsibility!  
To help adults develop skills to prevent abuse, the Victims 
Resource Center is collaborating with the Wilkes-Barre City 
Health Department to offer Parents in the Know.  
This eight-hour interactive curriculum is designed to help 
adults define and enforce safe boundaries for children pri-
marily between birth and age 10. It promotes awareness 
and builds skills for intervention and prevention of child 
sexual abuse.  Delivery of the program is flexible. It can be 
presented in four, two-hour blocks or two, four-hour 
blocks and is provided free of charge.  
Call 570-823-0766 ext. 213 or tenslin@vrcnepa.org 

to schedule the program. 

VRC Education Programs          

 

We are scheduling our fall and winter educa-

tion programs for schools and community 

groups. Programs available for community 

groups include: VRC Services, Personal Safety, 

Parents in the Know, Sexual Violence, and By-

stander Intervention 

Schools programs include: Child Safety, Build-

ing Healthy Relationships, Sexual Violence, 

Bystander Intervention, Cyber Safety, and Sex-

ual Harassment. 

To schedule a program, contact the VRC Educa-

tion Department at 570-823-0766 ext. 213 or email 

tenslin@vrcnepa.org. 

Quotes from those we served 

“They were very caring” 

“It helped me learn more about the dangers of in-

ternet and my safety” 

Prevention Education Activities  

Mandated Reporter Training 

Act 126 – The Child Abuse Recognition and Reporting 

Act requires that all employees of a school who come into 

direct contact with children MUST receive three hours of 

training over five years on recognition of signs of abuse, re-

porting requirements under the Child Protective Services 

Law, and the school district’s policy related to reporting of 

abuse. 

The Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape curriculum for 

this training is approved by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education. VRC has staff trained as trainers in this PDE-

approved curriculum and we are available to help you meet 

the requirements of Act 126. 

To schedule a program contact the Victims Resource Center 

at tenslin@vrcnepa.org call 570 823-0766, Ext. 213  for the 

Education Department 

Sexual Harassment Training 

Employers increasingly recognize the im-

portance of taking proactive steps to ensure 

and support a safer workplace for their em-

ployees. Responding appropriately to sexual 

harassment and taking measures to prevent it 

are important steps to ending harassment.  

Victims Resource Center offers Preventing 

Sexual Harassment in the Workplace 

training to local businesses.  To sched-

ule a program or for information on 

program fees, please contact ten-

slin@vrcnepa.org or call 570-823-0766 

extension 213. 

mailto:tenslin@vrcnepa.org
mailto:tenslin@vrcnepa.org
mailto:tenslin@vrcnepa.org


Page 6 



VRC In the Community  



 You can help support Victims Resource Center ! 
 

 

 

 

Gift Card  

YES!  I/We want to help support services and education pro-

grams in Luzerne, Carbon and Wyoming Counties. 

Amount of my gift 

  $1,000    $500 

  $250    $100 

  $50    Other     

Go to www.vrcnepa.org and pay online 

through Paypal 

 

The official  registration and financial information of the Victims Resource 

Center may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 

toll free, within Pennsylvania 1 (800) 732-0999.  Registration does not imply 

endorsement. 

Name:         

  

Address:        

  

City:         

  

State:      Zip:     

  

Phone:         

Email:   ________________________________________________ 

  

  Please contact me about a VRC speaker for my community 

  group, workplace, place of worship, school, etc. 

__________I would like to be contacted about including Victims Resource 

Center in my will 

Can You Help Us? 

By Volunteering for our Annual Geranium Sale to: 

 Make Flower Deliveries 

 Take Orders at your workplace 

 Staff a Table Sale in the community 

 Make Solicitation phone calls to workplace, com-

munity, civic and religious organizations so we can 

expand our sale 

Please contact VolunteerCoordinator@vrcnepa.org to  

volunteer or request more information.  

Donate to the Annual Campaign on Razoo: 

 https://razo.io/AVz8Ri 

 

http://www.vrcnepa.org
mailto:VolunteerCoordinator@vrcnepa.org
https://razo.io/AVz8Ri


Thank you to our Donors…we couldn’t do it without you!!!!! 

Alderson United Methodist Women* Robert & Deborah Barkley* Sharyn Benedetto* 

Kathleen S. Boback* Allen Bonk* Patricia Callaio* Carbon County Commissioners* Rever-

end Cheryl S. Cavalari* Diane & Jeff Dreier Jr.* Michael Dziak* Linda Greene* Clay & 

Rebecca Jacobs* Angeline Elizabeth Kirby Memorial Health Center* David & Emily 

Krafjack* Tom Kundrat* Attorney Gerard and Theresa Langan* Maxine Libenson* Kath-

leen McGavin* Paul & Molly Mendofik* NEAREA Telecom Pioneer Club* William 

Nesmith* Nicholson United Methodist Women* Helen O’Brien* Pennsylvania Quilters 

Association, Inc.* Edward Pane* Francis & Carol Raitter* Peter Sehne* TMG Health 

Impact Committee* Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center* Tunkhannock BPW* 

Christ U.C.C. Jim Thorpe* Bishop Ulmer*Vicki Prekel*SCI at Retreat 

Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone 

that supported our an-

nual fundraiser by  

purchasing  geraniums.   

We’re on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow VRC on Facebook @VRCnepa and on twitter at @VRCnepa 

     

Thank you the Carbon County Community Foundation and United Way of  the Greater Lehigh Val-

ley for awarding Victims Resource Center grants to support our prevention education efforts in Car-

bon County.  


